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Christianity and the Conversion of a Roman Emperor



Mrs. Valdes

  About 2,000 years ago in the Middle East, Christianity began.  Christianity is based on the beliefs and life of Jesus Christ.  Jesus was a Jew born in Bethlehem and he taught the importance of forgiveness, mercy, love, and compassion for the poor.  Jesus lived in the conquered Roman territory of Palestine.  The Jews of Palestine longed for political freedom and believed that one day, God would send them a messiah or king to lead them to freedom.  Some Jews believed that Jesus of Nazareth (Jesus grew up in Nazareth) was this messiah.  Jesus preached that God loved all people equally.  The Romans and some Jewish leaders feared that Jesus and his followers would rebel against Rome.  Rebellion would lead to bloodshed.  Eventually, one of Jesus’ followers betrayed him.  The Romans crucified Jesus. 

  According to the New Testament of the Bible, Jesus’ followers believed that God raised Jesus from the dead.  His followers also taught that Jesus was the son of God and the Christos, which is the Greek word for messiah.  Those who believed that Jesus had risen from the dead became known as Christians, or followers of Christ.  While the first Christians were Jews, early converts preached to gentiles or non-Jews.  The Romans persecuted many early Christians for refusing to worship the Roman emperor as a god.  But by the 300s A.D., the Roman emperor, Constantine, converted to Christianity.  By 395 A.D., Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire. 
Questions:

1- Who was Jesus of Nazareth and what did he believe? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2- Why did some leaders fear Jesus? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3- What actions did the Romans take against Jesus? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4- What did Christians believe about Jesus? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5- Why did the Romans initially persecute Jesus? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6- Why did the Roman persecutions of Christians eventually stop? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do Christians believe?

  Christians believe that Jesus Christ was the Son of God and that:

· God sent his Son to earth to save humanity from the consequences of its sins 

· Jesus was fully human, and experienced this world in the same way as other human beings of his time 

· Jesus was tortured and gave his life on the Cross (At the Crucifixion) 

· Jesus rose from the dead on the third day after his Crucifixion (the Resurrection) 

· Christians believe that Jesus was the Messiah promised in the Old Testament 

· Christians believe that there is only one God, but that this one God consists of 3 "persons" 

God the Father

God the Son

The Holy Spirit

· Christians believe that God made the world. 

*Compare and contrast Judaism and Christianity.  How are these belief systems similar and how do they differ?  It is important to remember that Jesus was Jewish.


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Judaism, Islam, and Christianity share a belief in

1. the central authority of the Pope 

2. a prohibition of the consumption of port 

3. reincarnation and the Four Noble Truths 

4. monotheism and ethical conduct 
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Word Bank:

  Torah, Messiah, Trinity, Jesus, Constantine, Christian, Monotheism, Cultural Diffusion, Resurrection, Crucifixion, Gospels
  A major turning point in Christian history occurred when the Roman Emperor Constantine converted to Christianity. Whether this conversion was sincere or politically motivated, historians can only speculate. But the result was the end of persecution of Christians and the beginning of Christendom.
  In 313 A.D., Constantine issued the "Edict of Milan," which commanded official toleration of Christianity and other religions. He ordered that Sunday be granted the same legal rights as pagan feasts and that feasts in memory of Christian martyrs be recognized. Constantine outlawed the barbaric gladiatorial shows (although they persisted until the fifth century) and forbade Jews to stone to death other Jews who chose to become Christians. 

  Contrary to popular belief, however, Constantine did not make Christianity the official religion of the empire. This was to be accomplished by Emperor Theodosius in 380. Constantine's program was one of toleration only, and he continued to support both Christianity and paganism. In 314, the cross appeared on Constantine's coins, but so did the figures of Sol Invictus and Mars Convervator. He raised his children as Christians and secured Christian clergy as person advisors, but retained the title pontifex maximus, the chief priest of the state cult, until his death.

Questions:

1- Why was the conversion of the Roman Emperor, Constantine, a turning point in world history? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2- Who was responsible for making Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3- Why was Constantine’s only one of toleration? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
